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Community
Ch ie l  Mun ic ipa l

0 l l ic  ia  |  *
Legis la l ive

Body
Po l i cy
Boa rd

AA
AC
AO
AS
CAFO
CAO
EA
ED
ES
ExA
GIV
MA
MuA
TA
TC
IIVI

OTM
RIM

Adm i nistrat ive Assistant
Administrative Coordi nator
Administrative Off icer
Adm i nistrative Secretary
Chlef Administrative and Financial 0fficer
Chief Administrative Off icer
Executive Administrator
Executive Director
Executive Secretary
Executive Assistant
General Manager
Municipal Administrator
Municipal Assistant
Town Adminrstrator
Town Coordinator
Town lt/anager

0pen town meeting
Representative town meeting

Abington (1 9i4)
Acton i1969)
Acushnel (1 9/1 )

Tl\,1
T[/
TA

Selecimen (5)
Selectmen (5)
Selectmen (3)

OTful
OIN4
0T[,1

Adams ( l983)
AGAWAM (rei2)(A)
Alford

Selectmen (5) RIN1
Counc i l  ( 1  1 )

TA
Mayor

Selectmen (3) OTNl
AMESEURY (1ee6) (A)
Amhersl
Andover

Se ectmen (5)
Seiectmen (5)

N4aycr
TM
TN,']

Councrl (9)
RTI,'1
OINl

Aqu inna h
Arl  ington
Ashburnham

Tfu]
TA

Selectmen (3) 0Tl\1
Selectmen (5) RTN1
Selectmen (3) 0Tl,, l

Ashby
Ashf ield
Ash land

TA
AA
it\,l

Selectmen (3)
Selectmen (3)
Selectmen (5)

OTM
0Il'/
OTN4

Athol
ATTLE80R0 (19/3)
Auburn (1 969)

Selectmen (5)  OTM
Counc r l  ( 11 )

Se ectmen (5)  RTM

TN/
Mayor
TA

Avon
Ayer
BARNSTABLE (1989)

Selectmen (3) OTM
Selectmen (5) OTtul

Counc i  (11)

ES
TA
T[/

, Barre
Becket

TA
TA

TA
TA
TA

Selectmen (3) OIM
Selectmen (3)  OIM

Selectmen (5) OTM
Selectmen (5) 0TN4
Seleclmen (3)  OTM

Communities with a city tbrrn of government arc l isted in all
capital letters.

Letters in parcnthescs for certain cit ies indicate the use of
one of the optional plans of city government ("rnoclel city
charters") as authorized by N,[assachusetts General Laws
chapter 43 (Plan A, B, C, D, E, or F). Cities thar are nor
identif ied by a letter in the final column are governecl by
provisions or special charters granted by the Legisiature.

Some municipalit ies have adopted a home rule charter
under the provisions of the Flome Rule amendment and
chapter 43B. The first year in which the home rule charter
was adopted is in parer.rtheses.

Nlassachusetts law provides that no town with a population
of less than 12,000 may adopt a city fonn of governmenr and
no town with a population of iess than 6,000 may adopt a
representative town meeting fbrm of government.

Information in this chart is compiled from an MMA survey
of each city and torvn in the state. The surveys were
completed by the municipal clerk in each communiry.

,Note: The Chief Munictpal 0ff cial listed here was identrtied by each ctty and town
through lhe MMA survey. In cases where none is isted, the chair of the b0ard 0f
selectmen fulf i l is that role.

Bedlord (1974) TM Setectmen (5) 0T[,,4
Eelcher town
Be l l i ngham
Belmont  (1926)

Berkley
B e  r l in
Bernardslon

AA
AA

Selectmen (3) OTM
Seleclmen (3) 0T[/
Selectmen (3) 0Ttu1

BEVERLY
Bil ler ica (1 979)
Blackstone (1 9/4)

Mayor
T[/
TA

Councr l  (9)
Selectmen (5) RiNl
Selectmen (5) OTN/

Blandford
Bolton
BOSTON

Selectmen (3) OTM
IA Selectmen (3) OTN/

Mayor Counci l  (13)
Bourne
Boxborough
Boxlord

TA
TA
TA

Selectmen (5) OTM
Selectmen (5) OIM
Selectmen (5) OTN/

Boylston
Brainlree
Brewsler

TA
ES
TA

Selectmen (3) 0T[/
Selectmen (5) RT[/
Selectmen (5) OTN/

Bridgewater [/A
Erimf ield
BR0CKT0N Mayor

Seleclmen (5) 0T[/
Se ectmen (3) 0Tlv'1

Counct l  ( l  1 )
Brookf  ie  ld
B rookl  ine

AA
TA

Selectmen (3) OIN/
Selectmen (5) RiNl

Fonrrzrs oF MUNICIPAL GOWRNMENT
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Forms ol Municipal Government

Community
Chiel  Munic ipal  Pol icy

Of l ic ia l .  Board
Leg is lat ive

Body Communi ly
Buckland
Burl ington
CAMBRTDGE (1941)(E)

TA Selectmen (3)
TA Selectmen (5)

lVlayor-ManaQer

0Tt\4
RTN4

Councrl (9)

Flor ida
Foxborough

Canlon
Carl is le
Carver

ES
TA
TA

Selectmen (5)
Q o l p n l m p n  i 6  t

Seleclmen (5)

FRANKLTN (19/B)
Freelown
GARDNER (B)

0T[/
0T[/
OIM

Charlemonl
Charlton
Chatham

Selectmen (3)
Selectmen (5)
Selectmen (5)

Georgetown
G i t l
GL0UCESTER (19/s)

TA
TNl

0Tt/l
0Tlv1
0Tf,/r

Chelmsf ord (1989)
CHELSEA
Chesh i  re

TM
Manager

TA

Selectmen (5) RTl,/ l
C o u n c i  ( 1 1 )

Selectmen (3) 0TN1

G oshen
G osnold
Gralton (1 98/)

Chester
Chesterli e I d
CHICOPEE

TA
Mayor

Selectmen (3)

Selectmen (3)
0It\/
OINl

Aldermen (13)

Granby
G ranvi l le
Great Barr ington

Chi lmark
Cla rksburg
Cl inlon

ES

TA

Q p l p e l m p n  1 ? \

Selectmen (3)

Selectmen (5)

GREENFTELD (2003)
Groton
Grove land

OTNl
OTN4
0Tl\i

Cohasset
Co l ra in
Concord (1 95/)

q p l p r ' l m p n  / q \

Selectmen (3)

Se ectmen (5)

Hadley
Ha l i f  ax
Hami l l on

tN/

TNI

OTM
OIM
OTN/

Conway
Cummington
Dal lon

Selectmen (3)
Selectmen (3)
Selectmen (5)

Hampden
Hancock
Hanover

ES
T[/

OTM
OTM
OTM

Danvers
Darlmouth
Dedham (1974)

Selectmen (5)

Se eclmen (5)

Se ectmen (5)

Hanson
Hardwick
Harvard

TN/

TA

RTIV
RTN4
RTM

Deerl ield
Dennis
Dig hlon

Selectmen (31
Selectmen (5)

Se ectmen (3)

Harwich
H al l  ie  ld
HAVERHTLL (A)

TA
TA

OTM
OTM
OTM

Doug las
Dover
Dracut ( l  985)

Se ectmen (5)
Selectmen (3)
Se ectmen (5)

Hawley
Heath
H ingham

TA
TA
TN4

OT|\,1
OTM
0ir/

Dudley
0unstab le
Duxbu ry

Se eclmen (5)

Selectmen (3)
Q o i p n l m o n  t ? \

H i nsda le
Ho I brook
Ho lden

TA

Tlt,l

OTIV
OTM
OTM

East Bridgewater
East Brookf ield
Eastham

TA

TA

Selectmen (3)
q p l p . l m p n  l ? l

Selectmen (5)

Ho l land
Ho l l iston
HOLYOKE (A)

OTM
OTM
0Tl\4

EASTHAMPToN (1e96)
East Longmeadow
Easlon ( l  9/2)

Councr I  (9)
Se eclmen (3) OTlVl
Selectmen {5) 0Tlv1

Hopeda le
Hopkinton
Hubba rdslon

Mayor
ES
TA

Edgarlown
Egremont
Erving

TA

AC

Setectmen (3) OTM
Seiectmen (3) OTNI
Selectmen (3) 0Tl\4

Hudson 11 971 )
Hu l l
Hunt i  ngton

Essex
EVERETT
Fa i rhaven

TA
Mayor
ES

Seiectmen (3) OTM
Counci -Aldermen (18 & i)
Selectmen (3) RTI\4

lpswich
Kingslon
Lakevi I le

FALL RIVER (A)
Falmoulh
FTTCHBURG (B)

Mayor-lVanager
TA Se ectmen (5)

lVayor

Lancaster
Lanesborough
LAWRENCE (1983)

Counc l l  (9 )
RTIV

Counc i l  (11)

Chief  Munic ipal  Pol icy Legis lat ive
Off ic ia l -  Board Body

TA Selectmen (3) OTM
Tt\l Selectmen (5) OTM

Framingham TNI Selectmen (5) FTt\4
TA

Mayor

Town Counci l  (9)
Selectmen (3) OTM

TA Se ectmen (3) OTM
Selectmen (3) OTM

Mayor Counci l  (9)

TA

Seleclmen 13)  OTM
Selectmen (3)  OTM
Se eclmen (5) 0T[4

AA
T|'I

SeLectmen (3) 0Tl/
Se ectmen (3) 0Tl\4
Se lectnen (5) 0T[4

Mayor
AO

Counci l  (1 3)
Selectmen (5) OTM
Selectmen (3)  OTM

TA
f A

TA

Seleclmen (5)  OTM
Seleclmen (3) 0Tt\,1
Selectmen (3) 0T[/

TA

Seleclmen (3) 0TI\4
Selectmen (3)  OTM
Selectmen (3) 0TlV1

ES
AA
TA

Seleclmen (5)  OTM
Seler lmen (3)  OTM
Selectmen (5)  OTM

TA
TA

Mayor

Selectmen (5) OTM
Selectmen (3) OTM

Councr I  (9)

TA

Selectmen i3) OTM
Seiectmen (3) OTM
Seiectmen (3) 0Tl'4

TC
ES
TA

Selectmen (3) 0T1,,1
Selectmen (5) 0Il/
Se ectmen (3) 0Tt!1

AA
TA
TIV

Seleclmen (3) 0Tlv1
Seiectmen (5)  BTM
Selectmen (5)  0IN1

ES
TA

N4ayo r

Selectmen (3) 0Tl/
Seiectmen 13) 0T[/

Counci i  (1 5)

TM
AA

Selectmen (5) OTN/
Selectmen (5) 0Tt\4
Selectmen (3) OTtVl

Tt/
iA
TA

Selectiren (5) 0Tt\l
Selectmen (5) OTM
Seleclmen (3) OTM

TA
TA

Mayor

Selectmen t3) 0Tll4
Selectmen (3) 0Tl/
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Forms of Municipal Government

Chief  Munic inal
Com m u n i ty  Of f  ic ia  l -

Pol icy
Board

Leg is la l ive
Body Community

Ch ie l  Mun ic ipa l
0 l f  i c i a l .

Leg is lat ive
Bo dy

Pol icy
Board

Lee
Le icester
Lenox

Selectmen t3l
Selectmen {5)
Se ,.clmen {5)

NEW BEDF0RD rBt
New Braintree
Newbury

TA
TA
Itv

FT['/

0Tf/l
t TMl

Itrlay o r
ES

Co ! f c i l  i l  1  I
Selec lnen {3 i  OTM
Se ecinen i3) 0Tf',1

LEOMINSTER i1969r rA) t l lavor
Leverelt AA
Lexington llvl
Leyden
L inco  In
Liltl eton

Councr l  19 j
Se ectmen (3) 0TNl
Seiectnen i5l RTtu1

NEWBURYPORT 1]919I (B)
New Marlborough
New Salem

C o ! f c r  { 1 1 1
Sereifnen {3) 0ltu1
Sr iectme,r  (3)  0INl

lVlayor

TC
tu1ayr r
TA

Mayor

UUA
TA
TA

It/ayo r
TV]
TA

Seleclmen (3)

Selectmen i3)
Se ectmer {5 j

0Tlv1
0illl
OTN4

NEWToN (19 ;2) iA)
Norfolk
NORTH ADAMS iA]

Aidermen (24)
Se ectnen (3 i  OTM

Counc r l  i 9 )
Longmeadow
LOWELL iE)
Ludlow

T[,4 Se ectmef (5) 0TN1
Nlayor lt/anager Counctl (g)

IA Selectme n i5) RT|\'I

NORTHAMPTON iBI
Nor lh Andover (1 986)
Nor lh At t leborough

Counc i l  l 9 )
Se l,"clnen i5) 0Tl\l
Selectmr:n f 5i RT[/

Lunenberg
LYNN (A)
Lynnf ie ld  i l9 i l  )

CAFO
llayor

TA

TA
iN,l
AA

AA
TA
T[,']

Mayor
TA
TN,]

iA
Gfu]
TA

Sele:tmer (5) 0lf, ' l
Counc i l  i 1  1  )

Se citmen i3 r 0Ttu1

Nor lhborough i  1  9/0)
Nor lhbr idge
North Brookl ie ld

Se eclmcn r5l 0I[/ l
Selectrnei (5 i 0I[/
Seluc l rner  l3)  0Ttu1

MALDEN (A)
Manchester-by- the-Sea
Mans l i e l d  (1920 )

C o l n c r l  ( 1 1 )
Sclectmen i5) 0ltu1
Selertm".n (5) OT|\/I

Nor lh l ie ld
North Reading i l9 i0)
No r lon  1198 -a t

Seleolm,in (31 OT|\/I
Su ectnren f5) (]TM

Se cclmen q5) 0I[.4
Marb lehea d
Mar ion
MARLBOROUGH iB)

TA
TA

[/aVor

Selecfmen (51 OT[ i
Sele l tmen (3)  0Tl /

Cou rc i l  ( l  I  )

No rwe l l  i  19 i  3 )
Norwood
0ak Bluf ls

Seleclmen i3) 0ll ' ' l
Selectmen i5)  RTN1
Sc lec t rnen  i 5 )  0 lN4

Marshl ield (1976)
Mashpee
Mattapoisett

Se ectmer (3)

S(] e0tnren (5)

Se ectmen i3)

0akham
0range
0r leans  11  98 i  )

Se ectmerr i31 OTN{
Se eclmen t3) 0IN1
Seleclmen i5) 0Tl\. l1

TA
TA
TA

0il/
OTI/
OTN4

AA
TA
iA

Maynard
Med f  i e l d  (19 /2 )
MEDFORD iA)

TA
TA

l\,'layo r

Selectmcn (5) OTV]
SeieLrtmen (3) 0IN1

Counci l  i i )

0t is
0xford (  1 9/2)
PALMEB i20t]4)

AS
TN1
TNI

Seiectmen (3 r 0IN,l
Selectmen (5)  OTN/

I lwn Coirncr l  (9)
Medway
MELROSE IB)
Mendon

TA
lVayor
AA

Se ectmen {5) 0T[, ']
A lde rmen  (11 )

Paxlon
PEAB0DY iD)
Pe lham

TA
Mayor

AA

Se ectmen 1li) 0T[,{
Counc i  ( l  1  )

Se ectmen (3) 0l [il Selectrnen (3) 0TN,1
Merrimac
METHUEN (r9i2)
Midd leborough

Selectmen 13) (]TM

Councr {9)
Selectmerr (5) 0TN,1

TA
It/ayor
TN1

Pembroke
Peppere |  |
Peru

TA
TA

Selectmen i5) OTNl
Selectnren (3) 0INl
Selectmen i3) OTN]

M idd le l i e l d
M idd le ton  i 19 /4 )
Milford _TA Se ectmen (3) RINI

Seleclmen (31 0I[,1
iA Selectmen (51 0Tl/

Pelersham
Phi  |  |  ipston
PITTSFIELD iB)

AC
AA

N"lay o r

Se ectmen (3) 0TNj
Selectncr (3) OTNI

Ccunc r l  ( 11 )
Mi l lbury
Mi l l i s  (19 / / )
Mi l l v i l l e

T[/l
TA
ES

Se eclmer 15) [)IM
Selectmen (3) 0INl
Seleclmen (5) OT|'/

P la  i n f  i e  l d
P la  i nv i l l e
Plymouth {19/3)

Selectmen {3)
Se ectmen (31
Selectmen {5)

OTN/
OTNI
RTNl

IA
Ti\t

Mi l t on  (192 i )
Monroe

Monlerey
Montgomery

Selectnren (3) RIIV
Selectmen (3)  0TNl

Selectmen (3) 0IN1
Selectmer (3) 0iN'l

Plympton
Pri  ncelon
Provincetown (1990)

TA Selectmen (3) 0Tli1
Selectmer (3) 0T|\',1
Selectmen (5) 0IN1Monson TA Selectr'ren (3) 0TlV1

Montague TA Selectmen (3) RTtul

TA
TN{

0urNcY fA)
Randol  p h
Raynham

Mayor
FS
TA

Councl l  (9)

Selectmen (5) RTMI
Se ectmen {3) 0I[/

Mount Washington
Nahant (1 980)
Na ntuckel
Nat ick (1 980)
Needham
New Ashford

Selectmen (3) 0TN1
Se ectmen (3) OTX/

Selectmer (5) RTkl
Selectmen (5) RTN/
Selectmen (3) OINl

Reading (1 986)
Rehoboth
REVERE (B)

TNl
ES

l\4ayo r

Seleclmen 15) RI[,']
Selectmef (3) OTtVl

C o u n c  I  ( 1 1 )
R ichmond
Bochester
Rockland l1 9i 0)

Selectiren i3)
Selectmer (3j

Selectmen (5)

TA
TA
TA

(]TIVI

OTN/
OTM

iA
TA

Massachusel ts  Munic ipal  Ass0ciat i0n
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Forms ol Municipal Government

Community
Chief  Munic ipal  Pol icy

Off ic ia l .  Board
Legis lat ive

Body
Ch ie l  Mun ic ipa l

Of f  ic ia l -
Legis lat ive

Body
Pol icy
Board

Rockport
Rowe

TA ( p i o n l m p n  / 6 \

Selectmen (3)
OTIVl
OTiV
0T[/

Communi ly

Upton
Uxbridge
Wakef ie ld TA Selectmen (7)  OTM

Selectmen (3) 0Tl/
Tl'/ Selectmen (5) OTM

Rowley TA Selectmen (5)

Boya lslon
Russe |  |
Rul land

Q o l o r t m p n  / ? \

Q o l o n l m o n  t ? \
v v ' ! v L , , v ,  \ u /

Q p  p e i m p n  t 1 \

Wales
Walpo le  (1973)

Ware
Wareham (1977)
Warren

0Tt/
0T[/
0Tlvl

ES
TA

AA
TA
AA

Selectmen (3) OTM
Selectmen (5) RI[/

WALTHAM (B) Mayor Counci l  ( i5)
SALEM (B)
Sal isbury (1 988)
Sand isf  ie ld

Mayor
TIV

Counc i i  (11)
Selectmen (5) 0T[/
Seiectmen (3) OTM

Selectmen (5) 0Tll
Selectmen (5) 0T[/
Selectmen (3) OTM

Sandwich
Saugus (1 94/)
Savoy

Selectmen (5)
Q p l p n i m p n  t 5 \

Seleclmen (3)

Warwick
Washinglon
wATERT0WN (1980)

TA
TNI

OTM
RT[i
OTN/

TC

Tt/

Selectmen (3) OIN/
Selectmen (3) 0Tl\,1

Town Counci l  (9)
Scituate (1 972)
Seekonk (1 9/6)
Sharon

TA
TA
TA

Selectmen (5)
Selectmen (5)
Selectmen (3)

Wayland
Webster  (1987)
Wel les ley

0T[/l
OTN4
OTNl

TA
TA
ED

Selectmen (5) 0Tlv1
Selectmen (5)  OTM
Seiectmen (5) BTIV

Shelf ield
She lburne
Sherborn

TA
ES
TA

Se ectmen (3)
Selectmen (3)

Selectmen (3)

OTl\4
0T[/
OTM

Wel l l lee l  ( l9BO) TA Selectmen (5) 0T|\/
Wende l l TC Selectmen (3) 0TN/
Wenham TA Selectmen (3) OT|V

Shir ley
Shrewsbury
Shutesbury

TA
iM
TA

OTM
RTIV
OTIVI

Seiectmen (3)

Selectmen (5)

Selec lmen (3)

Weslborough ( l9/4)
West Boylston
Wesl Br idgewater

Seleclmen (5) OTIV
Seleclmen (5) 0T[/
Selectmen i3) OT['/I

TC
TA
AA

Somersel
S0MERVTLLE (A)

Southamplon

TA
Mayor
ES

Selectmen (3) 0Tl/
A lde rmen  (11 )

Selectmen (5) OTt\/

Wesl Brookl ield
WESTFTELD (B)
Westford

lVl ayo r
Tt/

Selectmen (3) OTIVI
Counc r l  ( 1  1  )

Selectmen (5)  OIM
Southborough
S0UTHBRTDGE (1974)
Soulh Hadley

Selectmen (3) 0TN/
Town Counci l  (9)

Selectmen (5) RTIVI

Westhampton
Westminsler
Wesl Newbury

TA
T lr4
TA

AA
TC
AA

Selectmen (3) OIIV
Selectmen (3) OIN/
Seleclmen (3) 0IN4

Soulhwick
Spencer
SPRTNGFTELD (A)
Sterl  ing
Slockbridge (1 /3/)
Stoneham

Selectrlen 13)
Selectmen (3)
Selectrnen (5)

Selectrnen (31 0lN1
Selectmen (5) 0Il/

Seleclmen (3) OIN/
Selectmen (3)  OIM
Selectmen (3) OIlt/

CAO
TA

lVayor
ES
ES
TA

OTM
OTM
OTM

TIV
TA

AA
FS
TA

Selectmen (3) 0llv4
Selectmen (5) OT|V

Counct l  (9)

Weslon
Weslport

West Stockbridge
Wesl Tisbury
Westwood (1970)

WEST SPRINGFIELD (2000) (A)Mayor Counci t  f9)

Stoughton (1 972)
Stow
Slurbr idge (1 9/3)

Selectmen (5)
Selectmen (5)
Sebctmen (5)

WEYM0UTH (r999)
Whalely
Whitman

TIM
IA
TA

RTIV
0TM
0T[/

lVayor
TA
TA

Counc i l  ( 111
Selectmen (3)  0TN1
Selectmen (5) 0T1\,1

Sudbu ry
Sunderland
Sullon (1 988)

Selectmen (3)
Q o l p r t n r p n  /  ? \

Seleclmen (5)

Wilbraham
Wi l l iamsburg
Wil l iamstown

Selecimen (3) OTM
Selectmen (3) OTM
Selectmen (5) OTM

Tlvi
TA
TA

OTN4
0Tl\,1
OTN/

TA

Tt\4
Swampscolt  ( l969)
Swansea
TAUNTON

TA
TA

ll ayo r

Selectmen (5) RTIM
Selectmen (3) 0TN4

Counci l  (9)

Wilming ton  (1950)
Winchendon (1981)
Winchester (19i5)

Selectmen (5) OTM
Selectmen (5) OTM
Selectmen (5) BT[/

TM
Tl,4
TN/]

Templeton
Tewksbury
Tisbury

iC
Tful
TA

OTl\/
OIN/
OTM

ES
Mayor

Selectmer (5)
Selectmen (5)
Selectmen i3)

Windsor
Winthrop
WOBURN

Selectmen (3) 0Tll l
Selectmen (3) RT[/

Aldermen i9)
To l l and
Topsf  ie  ld
Townsend

AA
ES
IA

Seleclmen (3)
Q o l p n i m o n  i ? t

Seieclmen (3)

WORCESTER
Worthington
Wrentham

Mayor-Manager

TA

OTIV]
0Tr\r
OTM

Counc i l  (1  1 )
Selectmen (3) OTM
Seleclmen (5) OTM

Tru ro
Tyngsborough
Tyr ingham

TA
TA

( p l p n i m p n  t 5  t

Q o l o n i m o n  t  (  t

( p l p n i m p n  I  ?  r

OTM
0T[/
0T[,1

0Tl\4
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